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I OBSERVE with regret in ſever newſpapers, that 
I you have been called out to oppoſe the poor labour- 
ing men, and particularly at Barrow upon Soar, in Lieceſ- 
terſhire, where you received ſuch provocation, from the 

throwing of dae bat and ſtones, as induced you to fire on 
your fellow- citizens, and kill three and wound eight.— 
Now, my dear and worthy fellow- citizens, do you know that 

you have been ſpilling innocent blood, and that their blood 
is upon you, and cries aloud for vengeance? Theſe poor 
people, who had aſſembled together in what is called a 
tumultuous and riotous manner, only wanted bread ; an 
article that I dare ſay you will all allow is neceſſary; 
and neceſſaries are allowed to all that live. But it 
ſeems to me to be our wiſe and good government's 
plan (under whoſe banners you are inliſted, and not for the 
good of the nation) to ſend all the neceſſaries of life away, 
to feed thoſe locuſts of the earth called French Emigrants, 
and while we pay 16s. per buſhel for corn, they can ſend 
as much away as will 8 ſufficient to ſupply 40,000 men 
for fix months. Now you muſt all know, or you might 
know, that one Frenchman will conſume more bread than 
two Engliſhmen, and therefore what is required for for- 
ty thouſand Frenchmen would ſerve eighty thouſand Eng- 
liſhmen; but this is not all, they have ſent out of the king- 
dom the current coin, or coin made on purpoſe for the ex- 
pedition of theſe villains againſt their own country, and, 
inſtead of employing what gold and filver we had left ta 
buy corn to ſupply our preſent wants, they ſend away 
the greateſt part of our own ſtore, and leave the poor 
to ſtarve, while theſe traitors to their country are ſupplied 
with food, raiment and money. _ Re 07 LY 

Now, my dear countrymen! and I hope the changing the 

colour of your coat has not changed your county or your coun- 
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wer I will venture to anticipate, and ſay, None. 
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try, let me aſk you ſeriouſly and plainly a few ſimple queſtions : 
Which do you think the moſt to blame in this buſineſs, the poor 
people you have cruelly killed, or thoſe miniſters of ſtate who 
have wantonly and wickedly plunged us into an unjnſt, cruel, 
unneceſſary, and to all intents and purpoſes, a moſt diaboli- 
cal war? Where they could have nothing elſe in view than 
the preſervation of their own places and penſions, and in 
which they have diſpoil'd the nation of almoſt all its wealth, 
and ſent out of it corn, while our own poor are ſtarving, 


Can you blame men for aſking bread ? Can you blame men 


for ſeeking food ? Do you not know that without it you 
muſt all ſtarve? And when it is ſent out of the country to 


feed ſtrangers, who are only enemies, it is ſure to produce 


ſcarcity and not a plenty; and can you ſo far forget your- 


ſelves as not to know that theſe very men you have killed 


are the only men from whence you derive your ſupport, 
and without whoſe hard labour yout maſters could not live 
without toiling for their bread? And can you ſo far forget 
yourſelves as not to know that you are or ought to be the 

Guardians of the People's Rights? I hope you are all fellow- 

'Eitizens, and not one among you who does not love his country, 
If any there are who do not, him have I offended! If any 
aſhamed of the name of Briton, let him ſpeak, for him have 
I offended ! If any fo vile as to ſpill the blood of his coun- 
trymen, let him ſpeak, for him have I offended ! Your an- 
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Then none have I offended : I have done no more for 


8 my country than 1 hope my country will do for me; I only 


endeavour by the voice of reaſon, to awaken them to a 
ſenſe of their real duty, and to convince them that their 
only intereſt conſiſts in oppoſing ſuch commands as 
may tend to the deſtruction of their fellow- citizens, as it 
muſt inevitably bring on their own ; and I hope they will 
be eaſily convinced that the intereſt of the King is inſepara- 
ble from the intereſt of the people, and therefore never draw 
the ſword but in defence of the liberties of both; which 
muſt ſoon fall if you ſhould ever become ſuch ungrateful 
wretches as to embrue your hands in the blood of your 
country to pleaſe a party or miniſter of ſtate. py 
But, my dear Countrymen, conſider what you have at 


ſtake ; reſiſt all ſuch orders as militate againſt the n 
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law, and comply with no requeſt to act againſt your fel- 
low- citizens, who only aſk for food; for they are the principal 
means whereby it is obtained. Vou were only embodied to 
defend your country, and you offend againſt all laws di- 
vine and human when you commit murder againſt the ſup- 
porters of your country; and you ought to reflect, that the cha- 
racter of a ſoldier ought to be that of a citizen through every 
ſtage of life. Now let me, in the true ſpirit of an Engliſnman, 
intreat you to protect and not deſtroy the liberties of your 
country. Mobs and riots are always dangerous to the 
well-being of Society; but think within yourſelves how 
much theſe poor people ſuffer, and to what a diſtreſſed ſitu- 
ation they muſt be reduced, when you, in the prime of life, 
are called from your uſual occupations to engage in a war, 
in which there is every thing to loſe and nothing to gain, 
and which has advanced the price of every article of life 
to ſo great a degree, as to prevent the greater part of the 
labouring poor from obtaining a morſel of-bread. 


But, my friends and fellow-citizens, another cauſe of this 


great ſcarcity of proviſions ariſes from the infamous practice 
of our great Landholders, who have leaſed out their lands 
in ſuch large portions as to deſtroy the ſmall farms in every 
part of the kingdom, and have thereby depopulated the 
country, and deſtroyed the means of produce as well as 
the employment of numbers of your fellow-citizens, who 
are ſent far adrift to ſeck their bread, inſtead of being 


employed at home, and filling the land with plenty, and 


bringing forth every fruit of the earth for the uſe of man. 
deftroying that great ſource of wealth, our manufactures 
and commerce. 

Let me intreat you once more, my fellow-citizens, to 
become the friends of your country and not its enemies; 
to fight for the liberties of the world and not to deſtroy 
them; and you will then deſerve every praiſe from your 
ſupporters and thanks from all lovers of humanity, initead 
of their execrations, and render to your fellow-citizens 
that ſervice intended by your being embodied, viz. to 
be occupied only in the defence of your own country 
againſt all foreign invaders. 
1 CIVIS. 
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